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Upcoming Events
July 1: 12:10 PM, Wednesday Worship SPIRIT OF SUMMER
July 4: St. Paul's joins in thé"4Celebration

Float in the Parade
Pecos Bill at the Grill in the Garden

N\
NG,
July 5: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost &é

9 AM, Worship
July 8: 12:10 PM, Wednesday Worship
July 11: 5 PM, St. Matthews, Stevensville
July 12: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Fourth of J_uly
9 AM, Worship Watch for our float in the parade,
10:30 AM, Adult Forum Visit PECOS BILL in our Garden and
5:00 PM, Vespers Service and our beverage/cookie stand
Light Supper
July 13: 5:30 PM, Vestry meeting
July 15: v:\L/?adlr?ech\lg;IS\?cl)nghiiemce and Children’s Reading Camp
h t
July 18: 5 PM, St. Matthew’s Worship ngy 27 :hrﬂ{%%ﬂ—
July 19: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost am.folL.s0am.
9 AM, Worship
10:30 AM, Adult Forum _ Christmas in August
July 25: 5 PM, St. Matthew’s Worship Join us as we join in the
July 26: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Blueberry Festival Celebration
9 AM, Worship On August ¥ and &'
July 27-31: 9 AM-11:30 AM, Reading Camp 9 am.to4 p.m.and
July 29: 12:10 PM, Wednesday Worship Visit PECOS BILL in our garden

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Looking Ahead

August 7-8: 9 AM — 4 PM, Christmas in August Saturday Eucharist at
Arts and Crafts Festival at St. Paul's St. Matthews
10 AM — 4 PM, Pecos Bill back July 11" through Septembef"@t 5:00 p.m.
Grilling in the Garden Stevensville is on Rt. 706 West of Montrose
Enjoy all the festivities! Community Vespers Services at
The 30™ Annual Blueberry Festival St. Paul’s

July 12" and August 9 at 5:00 p.m.

Two days of entertainment, food, (followed by a light supper)

crafts and games!
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“Is there enough
Silence for the Word?”

A friend of mine has given me a subscription to the
newsletter from The Friends of Silence. Each month,
the newsletter asks the above question. It's a good

guestion for all of us who live in a busy, noisy world.

Church is one of the few places where you can ex-
perience a quiet environment. As wonderful as it is
to see, greet, and catch up with each other, it's also

wonderful to have a place where it's OK to be quiet!

My appreciation of silence has grown immeasurably

in the last few years; | think it is a gift of grief.

The Prayer Book understands the need for silence in

the spiritual life. In our Sunday service, for example,
there are times when silenosay be observed, and
other times when silengaust be observed. Wmay

keep silence following the readings and before the

Confession. Wenust keep silence between the inter-

cessions in some forms of The Prayers of the People

and after The Breaking of the Bread.

One of my favorite hymns begins, “Let all mortal

flesh keep silence”. We have wonderful words to ad-
dress to God and to praise God. But from the begin-

ning of the human relationship with God, we have

known that the greatest reverence and awe before
God is expressed in silence. This silence is not a sign
of absence, but a sign of the presence of God, filling

everything.

Before | went on a silent retreat, | have to admit |

was pretty anxious about having to keep quiet for
three days. | hadn't yet experienced the restfulness of

quiet, the refreshment of silence. One of the rea jo
of my life at the farm is its absence of the noisés

technology and human business. There’'s plenty of

sound—from the creek, from the birds, from the

wind. Sometimes when | sit quietly on the deck and

listen for awhile, after awhile | just say Amen. The
prayer of no words lifts my heart.

Pastor Janet

The 76" General Convention of
The Episcopal Church

Every three years, all the bishops of The Episco-
pal Church, four lay deputies, and four clergy

deputies from every diocese meet together for 9
days of worship, learning, and legislating. This

year, that group will be meeting in Anaheim, CA

from July 8-17".

The Episcopal Church consists of not only all the
dioceses of the United States, but also those from
Haiti, Virgin Islands, Taiwan, Columbia, Domini-
can Republic, Central Ecuador, Litoral Ecuador,
Honduras, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Navajoland
Area Mission and the Convocation of Churches in
Europe. It's a big group—one of the largest legis-
lative bodies anywhere.

On Sunday, July 12, Pastor Janet will discuss the
history, structure, and agenda of The General
Convention during the Adult Forum.

To follow what happens at Convention on line, go
to www.episcopalchurch.org/ens.htihen click

on “Receive Episcopal Life in your email at the
bottom of the homepage, on the line “ONLINE”.
You will receive news releases from Episcopal
News Service (ENS). It's easy to subscribe (and
unsubscribe) and it's free! The diocesan website
will also have informationvww.diobeth.org

Headlines in the regular press will no doubt focus
on the most alarming and controversial matters.
Get your news from a reliable, daily source!

God, Grant your blessing on all who join in this
General Convention. By your Spirit give them
grace to listen and grace to speak. Help them to
discover where you are leading this church. Give
us all a unity in misson that will enable the
church by its life and witness to fulfill the ministry
you have entrusted to us, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

~Adapted from the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer
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4™ of July at St. Paul's St. Paul’'s 2009 Christmas Ornament

Last year our float filled with singing graduates of ourHere IS the f'r.St peek at this year's Christmas oma-
music camp, accompanied by energetic walkers didl'€nt: which will go on sale c=
playing their Spirit of Summer t-shirts, and joined byAug.USt 7h. and & at the
none other than Uncle Sam himself was a true crowftV'stmas in August Arts ar
pleaser. In fact, it was also a judge pleaser, egquumsn rafts F_estlval. Match_lng no
one of the highly coveted awards. We were also a fe£27dS Will also be available.
tured part of TV coverage for the largedt df July you didn’t get la.‘St year's Ti
celebration around. Can it get any better than that®nY Angel Window Orna
YES IT CAN!! The team of Marker and Marker are at™e"b th1e first in the series

it again, creating another original St. Paul's floatu-M St. Paul's ornaments, we he
sic Camp will have trained our young singers by theOMe left and they W|Il_also be
time you read this article. Uncle Sam is anxiously2vailable for purchase in August.

awaiting his opportunity to work the crowds once

again. Pecos Bill is loading his grill for the move to .

St. Paul's garden, and throughout the parish, ovens are Our Cook Book Is Growing

warming up to produce some of the greatest baked

goods any parade watcher could hope to taste. The¥®ur recipes are coming in and they look delicious.

is even a rumor that Pastor Janet will make a speciéur cookbook still needs to grow so publication for the
appearance in the parade. Christmas in August Arts and Crafts Festival is not fea

sible. If you keep your recipes coming the unveiling of
With all this going on, what can you do to help? Well,our cookbook for Christmas is still possible. We have
as Uncle Sam so often says — “WE WANT YOU!” some great cooks at St. Paul's so keep those recipe
We would love to have you join us in walking with coming in. Chef's in training - don't feel left out — sen
our float. Don't think you can make the full paradeUs your recipes for a special “kids” section of our cook-
route? How about splitting the walk with a paradebook. Coffee hour cooks — how about bringing in the
buddy? You can begin the parade and be replaced K§cipes for what you are serving?
your buddy when we reach St. Paul’s.

-
BAE |

Email them — mail them - write them by hand — type
If you are unable to complete the parade walk, help ithem — whatever the format, please get your recipes t
also needed on the church lawn, where we will be selSandy Schwab s@njrussel@epix.netor Judy Ochse
ing cold drinks and baked goods throughout thdiochse@stny.rr.com
parade. Are you available for a couple of hours after
the parade? We can use you in the garden selling bev- o
erages while Pecos Bill feeds the public (and remem- Summer Picnic
ber, St. Paul's gets a percentage of Bill's sales towr o
building fund).

It hasn’t rained in two days and the sun is shining - it
time for some summer fun. The Schwabs will host -

) O t :
The parade will start at 11:00 a.m., with all partici-parISh picnic on Sunday, July 18t 3:30 p.m. There

pants needing to be in position no later than 10:30. S .'” be SW|mm|ng,_f|sh|ng, hiking, horseshoes, crochet

) - : : and some fun options for those who prefer more cha
Paul’s participants will gather in the NAPA Auto Partsbased activities
parking lot on Grow Ave. :

_ Please bring your own meat to grill and a dish to pass.
Whether you walk, ride, sell refreshments or wave
from the sidelines — be sure to wear your St. Paul'®irections from Montrose: Rt. 29N to Lawsville Center.
Spirit of Summer t-shirt, which will go on sale on JuneTurn L onto Laurel Lake Rd. In one mile R onto Tripp
28", Lake Rd. Turninfirst driveway on left after the pond (at
the large black mailbox) and follow back to the house.
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Search Committee Update Your Vestry at Work

Summary of June 8, 2009 Vestry Meeting
The excitement builds as the interview process

continues. We have fine tuned our interview skills to  The three newest members of St. Paul's Vestry
include written interview questions and a telephone in- were welcomed to their first official meeting on
terview prior to our visit and formal interview by the June & and then the work began. The following is
full search committee. The Diocese continues tlok-ba a summary of the meeting:
ground check process, as well as selecting a few mose Discussions continue with the Diocese regarding
candidates to round out our selection process. Pastidte $40,000 Colt-Sterrett Loan Application to defray
Janet is now focusing on the formal interview process teosts associated with the accessibility ramp. Thepra
fine tune the techniques we have developed thus fais near completion and a July dedication ceremony is
Our goal is to complete formal interviews by late July anticipated. Donations continue to come in for this
early August and submit our recommendation to Vestrproject.
shortly thereafter. Your Search Committee continoes te  The balance of funds raised for Bountiful Blessings
work diligently on this process as we come closer tg$1,200) will be donated to the food bank.
learning who our next rector will be. During this time. The Property Committee continues the pursuit of a
of exciting anticipation, members of the parish are enrectory. They have inspected and eliminated a number
couraged to work with Janet on preparing the welcomgf existing properties in favor of pursuing the purchase
for our new rector. of land and construction of a modular unit.
Please continue to keep the Search Committee in your., The Search Committee is currently in the interview
prayers and keep your hearts and minds strong in the gtage and also awaiting more names from the Diocese
faith that God will bless St. Paul's once again. in order to pursue as many quality options as possible.
* A committee will be established to determine the
interest in continuation of the Northern Tier Partn
ship, which was established to strengthen area Episco-
er_)al churches.

A committee will be formed to pursue develop-
ent of an organizational structure within St. Paul’s.
he process will identify the 4 primary ministries of

Daughters of The King Training

The Daughters of the King have commenced the re:
newal of their commitment to the Daughters by goin
through the National Study Guide for the DOK as

group. This study guide provides clear understandin <h. foll db determinai fh
of the purpose and commitment of the Daughters of th ur parish, -Ioflowed by a determination of how our
committees fall into these 4 quadrants. The outcome

King. Currently two potential Daughters are participat- : : .
ing in this Study and we welcome anyone who woul f this process could be key in goal setting, budget

like to learn more about the Daughters of the King tcplanning, and regruitir_lg new members _an(_j _Ieader_ship.
join us. Our next study will be led by Jane Chandler at _Pastor Janetis being contacted by individuals inter-
our Sunday, July ¥2meeting, following the Adult Fo- ested in being part of the welcoming process for the
rum. Upon completion of our renewal study, we will "€W rector. . _ _ _

commence our study of Corinthians. Sunday meeting’s St. Paul's will participate in an informational meet-
are held on the™ Sunday of the month immediately N9 hosted by the Diocese about Partners for Sacred

following the Adult Forum. Attendees may feel free toPlaces, a program that aids churches with historic
bring their lunch if they desire. Tuesday meetingspropertles to develop a capital budget to address resto-

which are held on the last Tuesday of the month d@tionneeds.
noon, will Continue the Study of Genes|s d Janet will review St. PaUI’S de|egateS fOI’ the Octo-

ber Convention.
St. Paul's will host the Diocesan Daughters of thegki An ad for the Spirit of Summer will be placed in the
Meeting on Saturday, June™at 10:30 a.m. Attendees Independent.
should bring some form of brunch or continental break- _ _
fast item to serve at the start of the meeting. flisher ~ COmplete minutes of the Vestry meeting are posted on
information contact our President, Jane Chandler. the bulletin board in the Guild Room.
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4th of July Refreshments in

' . h
Front of the Ramp Don’t Sit on Your Cans — July 11

. . . The Men’s Group is once again holding a can
This will be our second year selling cold drinks, COﬁee’drive to raise money for St. Paul's Capital Fund. Col-

water, cookies and other bake goods in front of th? . . _
Y : ection will take place on Saturday, July"ftom 10:00
church near the ramp. Your help is needed to stock them_ to 12:00 Noon. We are collecting all aluminum

tables with good items to eat. Jerry and Maggie Sock’

. . h . peverage cans. We are also collecting plastic I3ottle
\(,)Vrl:ltgg gﬁffeat 7:30 am setting up the table and IC)u'[t'ngnat note on the side they are redeemable for 5 cents

i NY. Please rinse out bottles and cans and do not crus
Most items are for sale at 50 cents to a dollar, unles,[%e cans. Bring your bags of bottles and cans to S

there are pies or _cak_es. Help bring in extra money foI5aul’s where some of our men will be at the Chestnu
the ramp by bringing in your bake goods Friday. I‘eaveStreet entrance ready to take your bags. It's edsy, it

them in the kitchen. If you can, bag them in 50 cent of _ : o
dollar bags so we do not have to do it all on Saturda?ﬁtj"rrcohnmenta"y friendly and it raises money for our
morning. '
If you wish to help, call Maggie at 833-4586 or email

at mcgeesock@epix.net. Help is always appreciated. Our final can drive will be held on September

12" the first Saturday following the Labor Day holiday.
If you have any questions please contact Jerry Soc

Historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Tours (833-4586) or Dick Schwab (967-2962).

On many occasions in the past (Crafters Corner, Blue- Help Our New Rector Find St. Paul's Flock
berry Festival and the 2008 Fourth of July celebra-
tion), | have been asked by visitors if | would show
them our church.

While trying to find ways to welcome our new rector, the
Search Committee thought that a map of the area, witl
people’s addresses marked on it would help to make th

L , . new rector feel more comfortable with our wide distrib
Historic St. Paul's has so much to offer in the way oftion of families.

interest and beauty, that | thought it would be nice to
open our Church and Parish House to guided tours o

the 4th of July. iy map of Susquehanna County will be placed in the

Guild Room, so that members, other than those living in
Montrose proper, can use a strip of paper, (provided) an

Dr. Stark has agreed to lead tours with me and e push pin, (provided) and write their initials and last

would gladly welcome anyone to assist us as tour ame on it, and pin it on the map at their locatiohle

gum_leﬁ.HThe tourdwouldldC(I)nstlst of th? S?nlctuzaory agoelt that this would be a good aid for finding one’s way
m?rrlljtes ouse and would fast approximatéely ~ “Haround the county, and a nice welcoming gesture to ou

new rector.

If you are interested, please call Jerry Sock at 833-I

4586 f you have any questions or suggestions, please conta

Jerry Sock at 570-833-4586.

Summer Music Camp Was Another Great Success!

Under the direction of Sarah Birchard and Jamie-Deack#tt, over fifty children, known as ‘Hummingbirds’ gnd

‘Cardinals’ sang, played and had a merry time learning theisic. The week’s grand finale was a conceft alt
Lathrop Street Elementary School on Friday night.
The ‘Hummingbirds’ — ages 5-7 — under the direction of ddd®man Brackett; the ‘Cardinals’ - older children gdges
8-12 were under the tutelage of Sarah Birchard. Jamisisamd Jeff assisted with his banjo and guitar.

Many thanks to all who contributed their time and tilen making this year's Camp another big success.
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Susquehanna County’s Food Bank And the  \ith your help, we can provide necessary items
Women’s Resource Center to make many people happy.

Change in Collection Date
Remember...the first Sunday of each month is our
We at St. Paul's have always been supportive of theollection for donations to the Food Bank and the
Food Bank and the Women's Resource Center (WRCYVomen's Resource Center. Even in these eco-
over the years. We are returning to the first Sunday olomic times where we all feel the pinch, let us
each month to do our collection. (We had moved thé&elp others.Submitted by Maggie McGee Sock
food Bank to the last Sunday, and the WRC to the sec-
ond Sunday). Each month a reminder will be in the
newsletter to ask that you bring your donations in on Angel Food
the first Sunday. Baskets has been place in the Hdack o
the church to collect items for both the WRC and thave you tried Angel Food yet? It's easy, it's afford
Food Bank. able and the food is very good. Angel Food is high
quality food at a low cost. The only qualification for
Items needed for the food bank are canned goods tipatticipation is an appetite. Each month for $30 you
can create a meal, such as tuna fish, spam, spagheiti receive a box containing a variety of frozen
sauce, peanut butter, juice, vegetables and fruits. Mameats (including steak and chicken); frozen vegeta-
children depended on the lunch meal at school and dies; a potato, pasta or rice; milk; eggs; dessert and a
without that meal now. Remember cleaning suppliegssortment of other food items. The box will provide
and paper goods that one cannot get on food stampsalanced meals in a sufficient quantity to feed a fam-
They all help fill the food pantry. When items are only of 4 for a week. Best of all, items are packaged so
sale, get a couple to put in the basket. Think of itentbat smaller families can often cook only the amount
you always use. Pick up an extra item when shoppingneeded for their family size. The program has ex-
panded to also offer Senior Convenience Meals anc
The Women's Resource Center needs items for womaliergen Free Food Boxes, along with an assortment
and their children who have had to leave home due ¢ special meat and vegetable/fruit boxes each month
domestic violence or other reasons. These women need
items to start again. Gift certificates to department drhe local Angel Food Ministry, which just celebrated
grocery stores, phone cards or cell phones are needsdirst year anniversary, is carried out through atjoin
as well as blankets, sheets, pillows and other hous#ort of volunteers from local churches. Its rapid
hold items. Take a minute and think. If you had to sugirowth has led to the establishment of 5 sites for food
denly leave your house, what could you use? pick ups — Montrose, Susquehanna, Hallstead, Fores
City and Hop Bottom.
Each month suggestions will be given as to what you
might bring to put in our 2 baskets. Along with memTo participate, simply place your order at the Bridge-
bers of St. Paul's, The Daughters of the King hawater Baptist Church or on-line at
taken this on as one of their service projects. Ilinly o www.ministryofchrisitianservice.org Then on distri-
their goal to encourage members to support these lotaltion day go pick up your order at the Bridgewater
charitable agencies. Baptist Church in Montrose between the hours of 8
and 10 a.m. Orders for the July™Bickup must be
Mary Morgan Zalewski for many years has helped delaced no later than July'9
liver the items donated by our members. She wishes to
continue this as others have offered. Rita Leigh wifflyers, which include the July menu, are available on
make up baskets and address them, so you know whtre information table at our church entrance. For fur-
to put the items. ther information please feel free to talk to Bernie or
Mary Zalewski. Also, be sure to tell your family and
friends — anyone can participat®ubmitted by Sandy
Schwab




News and Views From St. Paul's (Vol. 12 Issue 7) Page 7

~ “Oldest Church” Susquehanna County Interfaith
Fires Up for the Summer!
Interfaith’s Back-to-School Shoe Program will begin
Since 1799, Saint Matthew's in Stevensville has bedfonday, July 27, and continue for two weeks. Last
a place of worship for Episcopalians in the northeagear, with your help, they were able to provide over
corner of Pennsylvania. This date enables Saint M&15 students with new school shoes and backpacks!
thew's to claim the “oldest in the diocese” title. TheAt that time they were working with L & M Comfort
original building burned in 1814 — the same year thEootwear and appreciate the fine job they did prop-
British burned Washington — and the replacememtrly fitting each student. We were sorry to see them
was consecrated in 1820. For about 100 years cibse.
served as the focal point for Episcopal worship in
Ontario, Bradford, and Susquehanna counties. This year, they will be working with Northeast Shoe
in New Milford. Clients may call Interfaith to sched-
In 1925 the Diocese passed responsibility for Saintle an appointment. Each student will receive a
Matthew's to Saint Paul's. Varying degrees of comvoucher for a free pair of new shoes, along with a
mitment by Saint Paul’s rectors have been reflectdshckpack and school supplies. Kindergarten through
in sporadic attendance and interest in Saint Mal2" grade students are eligible. If anyone would like
thew's over the years. This has changed in recdantbecome a sponsor, $40.00 would cover a new pair
years, most notably under the leadership of The Rewf shoes. All donations are helpful. Contact Inter-
erend Cannon Charles A Cesaretti. Saturday evenifajth at 570-278-1776.
services — starting at 5:00 PM — have become a nor-

mal part of the life of Saint Matthew's and will con-

tinue this year starting July 11th under the guidange

of our interim Rector, The Reverend Janet Watrous

Special music programs are planned to utilize our
recently donated electric organ and the newly refuy-

bished pump organ.

Worship at Saint Matthew's is a comfortable exper
ence that allows us to remember our heritage and
the same time enjoy the familiarity of our usual se
vice.

Come and bring a friend — you will be glad you did +

and so will they!

Vespers Service, Sunday July 12, 5 PM

The July Vespers service will be held at historic Sf.

Paul's Church, Church Street, Montrose on Sunda
July 12th at 5:00 p.m. Greeters for the service will b
George and Dede Shafer. Alisoun Bertsch will we

come the congregation. Sarah Bertsch, will be organis ¢ pgST-GAME CONCERT CALL

for the meditation. A light supper will follow in the ' 607.723.METS

Parish House. The Service of Vespers is held on the © DS ACTIVITIES e
L+ ® B-METS PLAYER TESTIMONIES 2> OROERS

second Sunday of every month at St. Paul's Churg
which is located on the corner of Church and Chestn

Y1
e

ut

Streets. All are welcome.

at

H AND FAMILY
PALTVSEG STADTLLLY

SUNDAY, JULY 19TH
@1:05 pu

JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF
@ FAITH, FAMILY, FELLOWSHIP
AND BASEBALL

© 171,000 TICKETS SOLD THRU THIS
PACKAGE GET A MOSES BOBBLEHEAD

@ KIDS EAT FREE = ALL KIDS 14 & UNDER WITH &
FAITH DAY TIGKET GET A HOT DOG, COKE, CHIPS, |
POPCORN OR SOFT PRETZEL & A REALTHY SNACK
WITH EACH PAID CHILD'S TICNET PURCHASED

MAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH PAYMENT TO:
BINGHAMTON METS, PO BOX 598, BINGHAMTON, NY 13902

£lhdn ' Erica Mincher
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St. Paul's Altar Guild | Have Too Many Things

Mary and Martha, sisters in Bethany, each served Chrishave too many things. | have too many things

according to her own temperament. Both traditions %at | don't use. Some of them | don't use because
service are the foundations of Altar Guild work.I can't find them because | have too many things.

- I'm trying to move th thin t of this h )
The Altar Guild is composed of those women and men ?m tir}(/edgof?:Iutfer(.al Wijﬁ to m%skemrjnyolife simSIl(J;.e

the church who faithfully and devoutly undertake the care
T e e o oy & e Wil 100 manylinga | Fave 10 Ge
our Lord's presence in the Breaking of Bread. To quote thesethings. However, . . .I'm sort of enjoying

" i : oing through thesthings. | saw a sign once that
Pastor Janet, " They keep things beautiful for God said, “Neat people never make the great discover-

ies that | do!” It's true! Already I've found a very
retty summer shirt hidden away in a box. A great
rprise!

When considering membership in Altar Guild, it shoul
be remembered that it is a privilege to serve God in H
sanctuary. Members dedicate themselves and their wor
to service. This dedication is evidenced by the care a
time devoted to this most gratifying work from which
each will find a greater growth in grace and a deeper u
derstanding of God's presence.

P%tarted writing this to say that we somehow get
bogged down in material possessiortkings.

However, | can see that | am also talking about
making decisions. What should I get rid of ? What

If you are interested in joining this altar centered nigis shall I keep? The decisions | make will have some
you J 9 WIS affect on my life. All the decision | make do have

gtetst;' gﬁ:#; , Please contact Pastor Janet, Margle,Berran effect on my life. Maybe | should ask a differ-

ent question . Should the question be, “What kind
The Heart of Christianity of life do | wish to live?”

Rediscovering a Life of Faith

By Marcus Borg

Now why am | putting this in the newsletter? Fa-
ther Charles taught us to look for metaphor. | see a

The Daughters of the King just finished reading and di?—ig metaphor here.

cussing The Heart of Christianityy Marcus Borg. Borg
asks the questions “What is the heart of Christianibd a
“What does it mean to be Christian today?” He then o
fers us an emerging approach to Christianity that is-co
passionate and intellectual. Borg compares an earier
derstanding of Christianity with a different view thets
been developing over the past 100 years. This book p
vides a valuable glimpse into the essence of Christiani
for those who have left the faith because they mgdo
believe its doctrines and those who are trying to nenmai
the faith while questioning its doctrines. The new para-
digm, Borg writes, is about loving God and loving wha
God loves, rather than rigidly adhering to a specé#ica$
beliefs. In exploring this new way of "being Christian,
Borg offers a middle ground for conservative and liberal
Christians. The DOK really enjoyed discussing this book,
and would highly recommend it to everyone. We will put
a copy of the book in the St. Paul’s library.

Submitted by Brenda Syle

| want to get rid of clutter: | also need to remove
clutter that isn't material from my life. What is
ome of that clutter? What have | become bogged
own in? How do | make my life cleaner? That's a
lot of questions. And there is another question |
just thought of. How is our church life like this?

hat clutter is the church involved in? How do we
Make our church life cleaner? That's also a lot of
guestions.

don’t have the answer, or at least the complete
answer to any of it, but at least | know what the
Juestions areSubmitted by Jane Chandler
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LIBERTY: July

We celebrate our independence as a nation, during théhrodéduly. Coincidentally, the Church calendar
commemorates five people for their contributions to iwllial liberty, also during the month of July.

William Wilberforce is honored for his devotion to tabolition of slavery, and four women are commemo-
rated for their work in the emancipation of slave® women.

William Wilberforce is remembered on the date of his kléat1833, July 30. Wilberforce was born in 1759
and served in the British House of Commons from 1780 to 182%levoted much of his life to the abolition
of slavery. He introduced a bill in Parliament, every yeareighteen years, to abolish slavery and the slave
trade. The slave trade was finally abolished in 1806 anddays before he died, slavery in all British territo-
ries was abolished. A year later, in 1834, 800,000 slavessstfeee.

Wilberforce University was established in 1853, in memory dfidih Wilberforce, specifically for the educa-
tion of African-Americans. The University was estdindid by the Methodist Episcopal Church, near Xenia,
Ohio. Today, 850 students attend Wilberforce University.

In 2007, a movie about the life of William Wilberforc&mazing Grace, was released and is available as a
DVD.

July 20" is reserved in the calendar in honor of Elizabeth GGtdpton, Amelia Bloomer, Sojourner Truth and
Harriet Ross Tubman. The date chosen was the anniy@fsdre Women’s Rights Convention, held in 1848.
These four women devoted their lives to attaining perssompolitical liberty for slaves, and for women.

Harriet Tubman was born a slave in Maryland, in 1820; she escaped to Candd4. She returned to
Maryland, and in the 1850’s, in nineteen trips on the Undergt Railway, led more than 300 slaves to free-
dom. She joined the Union Army during the Civil War, servsga cook, a nurse and a spy. Once, she led a
raid that freed more than 750 slaves.

Sojourner Truth was born in New York in, about, 1798. Quakers helped hesdape in 1826, and she be-
came a street-corner evangelist. She founded a sheft&éilomeless women. She spoke extensively at both
black and white church gatherings against slavery, and fprowed legal status for women. During one
speech, a male speaker explained that women were desieghhto vote, to “protect them from the harsh
realities of political life”. She replied that, “sety had not sheltered her!”

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was born in 1815. She was largely responsible for threagasof New York’s Married
Women'’s Property Act, allowing women to have custodyeirtchildren, hold property, make contracts, keep
their own earnings and inheritances, and to sue in couet.wals also instrumental in the passage of the
Women'’s Suffrage Act, although it was not passed untilrdeea years after her death.

Finally, Amelia Jenks Bloomer, active in the anti-slavery, anti-alcohol and womerdse movements, was
responsible for a major improvement in women’s healBhcemers -. Tight-fitting women'’s clothing had fre-
guently been denounced for its effects on women’s hdalthit was left for Amelia Bloomer to design, to
demonstrate and to publicize, an alternative.

Each of these five people sacrificed, and devoted likes to something that “we’ve never done before”, and
they changed their world — and ours, for the be@i¢imitted by Edward A. Sark, with help from the Internet
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Smith’'s Secret Gospel

As we began reading together thespel of Mark in theAdult Forum | was immediately struck by
the impression that what we had before us was a mahuedtruction prepared for the formation of
Disciples of Christ. As Pastor Janet pointed out in the outline preparedur meeting:

“The purpose of Jesus' teaching is to draw disciples. Msatrlaw crowds, but do not create disciples”.
Back in 1973 there was a furor following publication of a gtod Jesus' method for building a

future apostleship. Professor Morton Smith wrote:

“[Jesus] could admit his followers to the kingdom of Gaxlj he could do it in some special way, so
that they were not there merely by anticipation, movirtue of belief and obedience, nor by some other
figure of speech, but were really, actually, in.”

The implication of the use of mystic rites here indméely reminds us of the repeated condemnation
throughout Scripture of the practitioners of the mysteriarts. Smith elaborates:

“[. . . FlJrom the scattered indications in tlananical Gospels and the secret Gospel of Mark, we
can put together a picture of Jesus' baptism, "the nyystehe kingdom of God." It was a water bap-
tism administered by Jesus to chosen disciples,ysargl by night. The costume, for the disciple, was
a linen cloth worn over the naked body. This cloth wabably removed for the baptism proper, the
immersion in water, which was now reduced to a preparatmification. After that, by unknown cere-
monies, the disciple was possessed by Jesus' spirgoandited with Jesus. One with him, he partici-
pated by hallucination in Jesus' ascent into the heavensntered the kingdom of God, and was
thereby set free from the laws ordained for and irfdWwer world.”

Could one ever conceive of the Biblical Jesus as &atmn in cultic ritual? This is what set off that
furor in 1973. Smith wrote:

“Jesus himself actually performed--or meant to and waderstood to have performed--magical
feats. Among these was a baptismal initiation ritedgh which he was able to "give" his disciples a
vision of the heavenly spheres. This was in the forrarmoéltered state of consciousness induced by
"the recitation of repetitive, hypnotic prayers and hymistéchnique common in Jewish mystical
texts, Qumran [Dead Sea Scrolls] material, Greekicahpgapyri and later Christian practices such as
the Byzantine liturgy. This is a radical departure fribw mainstream scholarship....”

These words certainly put a totally different meaning tothoughts about thi§ospel of Mark and

the formation of disciples. | found out later thasuls as magician is not a dead issue. John Dominic
Crossan's very intriguing book drhe Historical Jesus has an extended discussion of the topic. He
argues that Jesus may indeed be understood as a mageiegjetts an artificial dichotomy between
magic and religion, saying, "the prescriptive distinctibat states that we practice religion but they
practice magic should be seen for what it is, a palitvalidation of the approved and the official
against the unapproved and unofficial." (The Historicalggs 310.)

That certainly gives me a lot to think about as we prddarough the next few weeks in #heult Fo-

rum. Come join us and give us your ideas and understandinghéie@ details on this question read
The Strange Case of the Secret Gospel According to Mark

How Morton Smith's Discovery of a Lost Letter
by Clement of Alexandria Scandalized Biblical Scholarship

http://www.gnosis.org/library/secm_commentary.htm

Submitted by David Plank
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“Revelation for Blockheads”, Revisited, Hopefully

A year ago | wrote about “Revelation for BlockheadsAs | revisit what | wrote | can write about
“Revelation for me, a blockhead.” By the way, the booksRevelation are in the Celtic Room rather than
the Guild Room.

Medical Update: | have six weeks to go (May 28-July 15)'ti scheduled to lose my surgical virginity.
Yes, I've been on this earth for over 69 years ana Isaiccessfully avoided broken bones or other medical
intrusions. (The sigmoidiscope procedures don’'t co&uiryeons want to surge. We surge.

Either I'll have a good surgical procedure or not. Myevand | have written our PA wills, so I'm ready,
legally, in either case. How am | ready spirituallgdod question. My study of Revelation may be sooner
than | expected revealed. Maybe I'll see what John daivine! Either this is my last article about Revel
tion or I'll continue into August. Acceptance is a worfdething.

We broached the subject of “dispensationlism” a year &gjace then I've read the book by Tim La Haye
(dispensationalist) about his views on Revelation.isH®e of the two authors of the “Left Behind” seds
books. | think they are up to twelve books in the seridgain, he wrote twenty times more pages (372
pages) about Revelation (in the book | read) than R&éwels long. If you aren’'t reading “Revelation”,
why would you want to read twenty times as many pages AB@Y I'm committed, ... but a committed
blockhead. Bruce Metzger has written a book about Réwelantitled, “Breaking the Code”, only 106
pages to Revelation’s 20 pages (KJV), a little over fivesims many pages ... manageable. That's my next
task. (Should finish it before surgery in mid-July. Done,)

If | remember correctly, this is where | consider thidle part of Revelation. We’'ve considered the seven
letters and the introductory prelude of chapters four ared fNow we get into the “meat.” The four horse-
men get released and the seven trumpets are blown asevitie bowls are poured out. Lets not forget the
two witnesses who are killed and resurrected. All hlaigpens because the lamb can open the seven seals.
But the things that happen are scarier than any hohnas.fiMaybe that’'s why its taken me so long to read
Revelation. | don’t LIKE horror fiims!

But for everything I've been reading, Revelation is akbabout HOPE. LaHaye notwithstanding (always
wanted to use that word!), there are some authors vatltdli credentials (not me!) that offer their vielat
Revelation was written to give the Christians AT THAIME some serious hope from their trials. Revela-
tion was included in the canonical works of the bible i@ diope to us. Once you get past the scariness
(four horsemen scare the bejesus out of ME, as intengled)can consider hope. Revelation is hardly a
bedtime story.

Several times I've mentioned, with disdain, those astheho write multiple times the article about which
they are writing. Less is more. Guess what? I'mnglavhat | hate in other authors ... writing too much.
Now, | can justify(excuse) the words I've writtercheise I'm encouraging you to read Revelation ... or re-
read it. Consider yourself encouraged ... and nudged ...\\Wi@atpages, more or less.
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Submitted by Al Leigh(BoSA) for St. Paul's July 2009 nettsle BoSA(Brotherhood of St. Andrew) = f
(study, prayer, service) “Bringing men and boys to Chridbin us.
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Altar Guild

5: Betty Smith

12: Alice Wood

19: Bernie Zalewski
26: Mary Zalewski

Camera and Closing
Ron Chandler

Coffee Hour

5: Charlotte Ellis
12: Carol Marker
19: Carol Lasher
26: Colleen McAleer

Greeter

5: Fraser Moffat
12: Mitzi Perry-Miller
19: Alma Shingler
26: Maggie Sock

July, 2009 Lay Ministry Schedule

Counters

5.

12:
19:
26:

Jane Chandler and Ed Stark

Karen Wolfson and Warren Morgan
Sandy Schwab and Bernie Zalewski
Dick Schwab and Nancy Finlon

Eucharistic Minister

5: Bernie Zalewski and Bob Arnold
12: Margie Baker and Jennie Bowen
19: Jane Chandler and Alma Shingler
26: Brenda Syle and Mary Jane Syle

Lector

5:
12:
19:
26:

Bernie Zalewski
Mary Zalewski
Margie Baker
Scott Finlon

5: John Finlon
12: Hap and Tom Syle
19: Bob Arnold
26: Al Leigh

Usher

St. Matthew's — 5:00 PM

Lector

11: Mary Jane Syle
18: Jerry Sock

25: Rita Leigh

Usher

11: Hap Syle
18: Maggie Sock
25: Al Leigh
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